CONDITION REPORT AND PROPOSAL FOR TREATMENT

Examination: 6/26/02 







Report date: 7/1/02

OWNER:  US District Court for the District of Maryland Document Collection

ACCESSION:  CL 02.218      MSA SC 5463  Work order: 8-46

OBJECTS:  9 envelops, each containing 1-9 documents
Support: paper, wove and laid, machine made, some ruled
Media: hand written, iron gall  ink and carbon ink

Size:  all documents are folded to fit into envelope; average size of unfolded documents  H: 12 1/2”  W: 7 ½”

Condition upon receipt:

The documents are hand written on medium wove and/or laid paper and folded horizontally and vertically. Paper support is moderately, and in some cases severely soiled, brittle, torn along folds, and exhibits small losses. Some documents are torn into segments along the folds.  Individual condition notes are summaries in a table format, attached. Total number of documents: 20. 

Text is written by hand in some cases on pre-printed court forms. The applied ink is an iron gall ink, or carbon ink, and in some cases, accompanied by pencil notations. Water sensitivity test revealed that in most cases ink is stable, although some inks may show water sensitivity after a longer exposure to water.

Proposed treatment:

1. Surfaces clean each document with various erasers where necessary and possible.

2. Wash the documents which acidity level indicated pH 4.0 and where ink is not sensitive to water. Ink will be tested prior to an aqueous treatment. Non-aqueous treatment might be considered. The decision will be made on one-to-one cases.

3. Mend all tears with Japanese tissue. Line if necessary and possible with Japanese tissue.

4. Flatten locally and overall.

5. Prepare for a long-term storage, according to the Curator’s request. Individual folders or a storage box will be constructed.
Estimated treatment time: 

Examination, testing, condition report 16 hrs  @ 55.00     $ 990.00

Conservation



82-88 hrs  @ 55.00  $ 4510-4840

Materials, Japan tissue, adhesives, blotters   $ 650.00 

______________________________

Hanna Szczepanowska , Conservator
